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On taking possession of the city, it was found that most of the
inhabitants had abandoned the place on its occupation by the
Burmese, but they now speedily returned to their homes, and
showed themselves well pleased with the change of government.

The next few days were occupied in preparing for further
operations, the nature of the unmolested country having assisted
the enemy to effect their escape across the mountains through the
passes of Dalet (Talak) and Aeng. Two of the four provinces of
Arakan were therefore now clear of the Burmese, and it only
remained to dislodge them from Sandoway and Kamree, for which
purpose a force under Macbean was despatched on the 8th April.

The detachment arrived in the Cheduba roads on the 18th
April, and found Kamree undefended; and on proceeding to Sando-
way, where they arrived on the 30th April, they found that the
river had been staked and stockades erected, but the enemy had
withdrawn all their troops on hearing of the fall of the capital.

In just three months, therefore, one object of the expedition,
the entire occupation of the province of Arakan, had been fulfilled.
It was found impossible, however, to carry out the main object,
a junction across the mountains with Sir Archibald Campbell.

Little was to be feared from the enemy on this side of the Bur-
man boundary, for they had retreated over the mountains with
great haste, losing hundreds on the way, from want, fatigue, and the
onslaughts of local tribes. They had halted at Chalain, in the
Ava country, and had been strongly reinforced at this place ; but it
was the nature of the country and the time of the year, rather than
the presence of this force, which impeded the further advance of
the British. More than eighty miles of jungle, cut up by numerous
rivers, intervened between the capital and Dalet (Talak); thence
the road passed over ninety miles of lofty and rugged precipices,
where no supplies could be procured, and even water was scarce.
'A force* under Major Bucke, was sent to explore this route, and
proceeding to Talak by water, they made four marches over the
mountains, in which the men and cattle underwent extreme fatigue.
When arrived at Akowyn, within one march of the Burman frontier,
they heard of the proximity of the Burmese in strength, and the
exhausted state of his detachment, and the impracticable nature
of the road, then induced Major Bucke to retire to Talak. At
a more favourable time of year the army might have been able to